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D ear Neighb or:

Walmar t  has  a  contrac t  with  the intent  to  purchase a  

piece of  land at  Yale  & I10 . Ear ly  repor ts  suggest  they 

intend to  bui ld  a  supercenter  that  wi l l  be  open 24 

hours  a  day, seven days  a  week.

Heights  and West  End res idents  have formed a  

grassroots  non-profit  organizat ion to  halt  th is  t ype 

of  development  in  our  urban neighborhoods. The 

non-profit  is  ca l led Responsible  Urban Development  

for  Houston. I t  i s  ent i re ly  local , run by your  

neighbors, with  ever yone us ing their  profess ional  

exper t ise  to  employ ever y  legal  and technical  avenue 

avai lable  to  halt  th is  development . We current ly  have 

near ly  5 ,000 opposit ion members  on Facebook a lone 

and the number  is  growing dai ly.

We are  concerned about  a  s igni f icant  increase in  

cr ime and traf f ic, among other  issues. Our  

neighborhood was never  bui l t  to  suppor t  a  reta i ler  

of  th is  s ize. 

We invite  you to  v is i t  our  website  and learn more 

about  this  i ssue that  wi l l  a f fec t  us  a l l .

StopH eightsWalmar t.org

Please contac t  us  i f  you have any quest ions  or  i f  

you’d l ik e  to  donate towards  pr int ing s igns, bumper  

st ick ers, h i r ing exper ts  and other  needs.

S incerely,

Responsible  Urban Development  for  Houston

RUDH.org

Traf f ic  Impac t

•An average s ize  Walmar t  Supercenter  wi l l  generate  near ly  10,000 car  t r ips  per  day. (1) (2)

•A Walmar t  Supercenter  of ten has  between seven and nine t rac tor-tra i ler  del iver ies  dai ly, as  wel l  as  one or  two smal ler  t rucks  del iver ing produc ts  f rom vendors. (3)

H ere are some questions to consider:

How do we absorb a l l  of  th is  ex tra  t raf f ic, not  to  

mention the result ing a i r  pol lut ion?  

How wi l l  a  development  of  th is  s ize  mit igate  
flooding issues  for  area res idents  and the bayou?

Wil l  greater  volumes of  commuter  t raf f ic  be 

pushed onto smal ler, more pedestr ian streets  l ik e  

Studewood & Heights  B lvd?  

How wi l l  th is  impac t  our  roadways  and our  

pedestr ian safet y?  

How wi l l  the pol ice  monitor  increas ing traf f ic  

infrac t ions?

How wi l l  the pol ice—on a  Cit y  h i r ing f reeze— 

address  the upt ick  in  cr ime in  and around 

Walmar t  whi le  a lso  patrol l ing our  streets?  The 

neighborhoods are  a l l  current ly  insta l l ing 

constable  patrols  to  address  a  shor tage of  pol ice  

as  i t  i s . 

Wi l l  our  tax  dol lars  be paying for  incent ives  to  

encourage Walmar t  to  bui ld  on this  s i te?  

Wi l l  our  tax  dol lars  be paying for  st reets  to  be 

repaved and repaired due to  the increased 

volumes of  t raf f ic?

 Wi l l  our  tax  dol lars  be paying to  secure their  

park ing lot?  

How wi l l  th is  a l l  a f fec t  our  qual i t y  of  l i fe  and our  

proper t y  values?

PLEASE TURN OVER TO READ FACT SHEET.
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Job Statist ics

•  Walmar t  store  openings reduce reta i l

 employment  in  a  count y  by 2 .7%. (8)

•  Walmar t ’s  entr y  into a  metro area

 e l iminates  s imi lar  jobs  that  pay about

 18% more than Walmar t . (9)

•  The presence of  b ig  box stores, such

 as  Walmar t , causes  “a  substant ia l  

 reduc t ion in  net  employment  growth

 at  smal ler  reta i lers, which is  most ly

 accounted for  by  an increase in  job

 destruc t ion f rom store  exit . ” (10)

•An average of  two local  supermark ets  are  
forced out  of  business  by ever y  Walmar t  
Supercenter. (10)
Footnotes :
(1)  The average Supercenter  store  s ize  of  
186,000 square feet , c i ted in  Walmar t  Stores, Inc. 
Form 10-K for  the year  ended Januar y  31, 2009.
(2)  Inst i tute  of  Transpor tat ion Engineers  Tr ip  
G enerat ion R ates, 8th Edit ion, for  Free Standing 
Discount  Superstores  ( ITE  Code 813) .  
http ://www.mik eontraf f ic .com/2009/08/tr ip-
generat ion-8th-edit ion-spreadsheet .html
(3)  “Sonora Walmar t  Expansion Projec t : Draf t  
Environmental  Impac t  Repor t , ” prepared for  the 
Cit y  of  Sonora Depar tment  of  Communit y  
Development  by M ichael  Brandman Associates, 
December, 17  2009.
(4)  “Cr ime and Walmar t  –  Is  Walmar t  Safe : An 
Analys is  of  O ff ic ia l  Pol ice  Incidents  at  Walmar t  
Stores” prepared by wak eupwalmar t .com, 
Washington, D.C. May 1 , 2006. 
http://www.lossprevent ionmagazine.com/custo
mers/104120817472470/f i lemanager/Cr ime_Wal
_Mar t .pdf
(5)  “How Wal-Mar t  Has  Used Publ ic  Money in  
Your  State  “  
http://www.walmar tsubsidy watch.org
(6)  Mattera , Phi l ip, Anna Pur inton, Jef f  McCour t , 
Doug Hoffer, Stephanie  Greenwood, and Alyssa  
Talank er. “Shopping for  Subsidies : How Walmar t  
Uses  Publ ic  Money to  Finance i ts  Never-Ending 
Growth. ” Good Jobs Fi rst . May 2004. 
http://www.goodjobsf i rst .org/pdf/wmtstudy.pdf
(7)  Walmar t  Stores  Inc. Form 10-K for  f i scal  year  
ended Januar y  31, 2010. Consol idated Financia l  
Statements, Note 8 , pg. 36 .
(8)  Neumark, David, Junfu Zhang, and Stephen 
Ciccarel la , Januar y  2007. “ The Ef fec ts  of  Walmar t  
on Local  Labor  Mark ets . ” Inst i tute  for  the Study 
of  Labor  Discuss ion Paper  #2545, Univers i t y  of  
Bonn.

http://papers.ssrn .com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstrac
t_id=958704.

Crime Statist ics

•  In  2004, there  were a  repor ted 148, 331 pol ice  

 ca l ls  across  514 Walmar t  stores  analyzed.

 That  equates  to  an average of  269 cal ls  per  store. (4)

 In  Texas, there  were 21,741 pol ice  inc idents

 repor ted at  69 stores  studied. (4)

 The Houston store  located at  2727 Dunvale  

 repor ted 1 ,123 pol ice  inc idents, p lac ing i t  in  the 

 Top 10 stores  nat ionwide. (4)

•  Between 2003 –  2006, there  were: 

 -  16  a l leged murders  committed at  Walmar t  stores

 and park ing lots, inc luding 2  a l leged murders  in  

 the Houston area (K at y  and Spr ing) . (4)

 -16  a l leged rapes  and sexual  assaults  at  Walmar t

 stores  and park ing lots, inc luding 1  in  the Houston

 area. (4)

 -11  a l leged sex  cr imes against  chi ldren at  Walmar t

 stores  and park ing lots, inc luding 1  in  the Houston

 area. (4)

•  Nat ional ly, Walmar t  stores  cost  taxpayers  an 

 est imated $77 mi l l ion annual ly  in  increased pol ice

 costs . (4)

Traff ic  Impac t

•  An average s ize  Walmar t  Supercenter  wi l l  generate

 near ly  10,000 car  t r ips  per  day. (1) (2)

•  A  Walmar t  Supercenter  of ten has  between seven

 and nine t rac tor-tra i ler  del iver ies  dai ly, as  wel l  as

 one or  two smal ler  t rucks  del iver ing produc ts  f rom  

 vendors. (3)

Tax Information

•  There  have been at  least  29 subsidy deals  in  Texas

 benef i t t ing Walmar t  wor th a  tota l  of  about  $90.8

 mi l l ion. (5) 

 The Baytown and New Braunfels  developments

 a lone were granted $39 mi l l ion in  tax  subsidies. (6)

•  S ince the mid-1980s, Walmar t  has  obtained at  least

 $1 .2  bi l l ion in  repor ted subsidies  nat ionwide. (5)

•  By  i ts  own admiss ion, Walmar t  d isc losed that  they

 did  not  pay $2.85 bi l l ion in  taxes  for  f i scal  year  

 2009, which they would l ik ely  have to  pay i f  

 audited. (6) (7)

Traf f ic  Impac t

•An average s ize  Walmar t  Supercenter  wi l l  generate  near ly  10,000 car  t r ips  per  day. (1) (2)

•A Walmar t  Supercenter  of ten has  between seven and nine t rac tor-tra i ler  del iver ies  dai ly, as  wel l  as  one or  two smal ler  t rucks  del iver ing produc ts  f rom vendors. (3)


