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ultimateheights.com
Only local gripes
are welcome
Community news starts the
discussion. But it’s the com-
munity opinions that complete
it. On UltimateHeights.com, read
about your community. Then
pick up the phone and tell every-
one what you think. Negative is
fine. Even encouraged.
But constructive is key.
Sound Off Heights:
dial 832-356-9457

Sound Off
Heights
Your chance to make
yourself heard.

That, plus schools,
crime, courts, politics,
events and breaking
high school sports on
UltimateHeights.com.

All Heights.
All Day. Every Day.
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Can bridge
handle
traffiC
growth?

News that the Yale
Street bridge over White
Oak Bayou is no longer
safe for heavy trucks has
renewed scrutiny of the
traffic impact to come from
new retail development
and from feeder roads be-
ing built along Interstate
10 between Washington
Avenue and Taylor Street.

The $49 million high-
way project is rebuilding
existing I-10 feeder roads
and adding bridges over
White Oak Bayou west of
Yale Street. New ramps be-
tween Patterson and Yale
will improve access to Yale
and Heights Boulevard.

Paid for with fed-
eral stimulus funds, the
32-month project began in
April 2010 and is about 60
percent complete.

The Texas Department
of Transportation on Nov.
8 lowered weight limits for
the Yale Street bridge.

The previous rating al-
lowed a maximum weight
load of 40,000 pounds and
21,000 pounds for tandem-
axle vehicles. The new rat-
ing is 8,000 pounds per
single axle and 10,000
pounds for tandem axle.
For comparison, federal
interstate standards set
a limit of 20,000 pounds
for single-axle and 34,000
pounds for tandem-axle ve-

hicles.
TxDOT spokesmanDan-

ny Perez said the down-
grade came after load-
rating calculations were
performed using original
construction drawings of
the bridge.

About10Houstonschool
district buses were rerout-
ed away from the bridge
earlier this year based on
warnings about its safety
by a local advocacy group,
Responsible Urban Devel-
opment for Houston.

Alvin Wright, a spokes-
man for Houston’s Pub-
lic Works and Engineering
Department, said the lower
load limits will extend the
life of the bridge until the
city can identify a way to
replace it.

New load-limit signs are
in place on the bridge,
and Houston Police De-
partment is expected to
aid enforcement of the new
rating, he said.

In addition, Metro-
politan Transit Authority,
Houston Fire Department
and other agencies have
been notified.

The group identified
the 1931 concrete bridge
as a weak link in plans
for redevelopment south of
I-10, including a proposed
development by Ainbinder
Heights LLC that includes
a Wal-Mart store, as well
as other retail sites on Koe-
hler Street at Yale.

RUDH is suing the city
and Ainbinder Heights
over an economic develop-
ment agreement used to
improve public infrastruc-
ture around the develop-
ment. Houston City Coun-

Group frets•
about future
impact on
Yale Street
over bayou
By ROBIN FOSTER
CHRONICLE CORRESPONDENT
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A RICH PAST: In one of several alcoves of historical photos and artifacts at the Lancaster Hotel, Miki Lusk Norton identifies
dignitaries in a photo of the Auditorium Hotel’s groundbreaking ceremony on March 1, 1926.

Lancaster co-owner turns
sleuth to learn hotel’s history

WhenMiki Lusk Norton
discovers a new historical
fact about the Lancaster
Hotel, she can’t resist yell-
ing, “Bingo!”

And she has had plenty
of those moments during
the last couple of years
while researching the
downtown building her
great-grandfather devel-
oped in the mid-1920s at
701 Texas Ave.

“The research is like
detective work,” said Lusk
Norton, who co-owns the
hotel with her mother and
five siblings. “The hunt
itself is a major part of the
thrill. Then you make the
discovery, which is very
exciting.”

The Lancaster Hotel,
known as the Auditorium
Hotel from 1926 until ex-
tensive remodeling in 1982,
celebrated its 85th anniver-
sary Nov. 21.

It has been a Recorded
Texas Historic Landmark
since 1984. In 2010, the ho-
tel was invited to join the
Historic Hotels of America,
a division of the National
Trust for Historic Preser-
vation.

The Lusk family has

made it a priority to share
the hotel’s history with
the community through
photos, window displays,
a self-guided tour and a
partnership with the
Houston branch of Urban
Adventures, which begins
and ends its tours at The
Lancaster.

In her efforts to bring
the hotel’s history to light,
Lusk Norton has discov-
ered stories of a racehorse
visiting the lobby in 1927
and western film star and
singer Gene Autry riding
his horse Champion in to
perform in the 1940s.

She’s learned about the
Galveston-Houston Elec-
tric Railway, which passed
near the hotel, and the
story behind the Stage

Canteen, which provided
entertainment for service-
men in the hotel basement
during World War II.

These days, Lusk Nor-
ton is most excited about
discovering Houston’s first
red-light district, which ex-
isted in the area where the
hotel was later built.

The district, known in
the 1880s as “The Hol-
low,” was bounded by Mi-
lam, Louisiana, Capitol and
Prairie. Female boarding
houses occupied the sites
that are home today to
The Lancaster Hotel, Al-
ley Theatre, Jones Hall,
515-517 Louisiana and 717
Texas Ave.

Lusk Norton found ear-
lier this year that the 1900

One fact•
uncovered:
Area was once
a red-light
district
By FLORI MEEKS
CHRONICLE CORRESPONDENT

Please see HOTEL, Page 6

Civic club’s annual ‘Lights’ event returns Saturday
After a spring where

some members of the
Woodland Heights Civic
Association seriously
questioned its continued
existence, Lights in the
Heights returns in full
glory from 6-9 p.m.
Saturday night.

This will
be the 24th
incarnation
of the free
holiday block
party, which
got its start
as a simple
luminaria

display/cookie bake along
Bayland Avenue. This
year, the event will take
place along Bayland and
Woodland from Houston
Avenue to the Norhill
Esplanade.

Those new to the event
are in for a treat. All along

the route, which will
be closed to vehicular
traffic, entertainers will
perform from porches, the
lights in some cases will
be so bright it’s possible
they can be viewed from
the International Space
Station, house parties will

be held and thousands
of people will join to
sing along and enjoy
the party. Lights in the
Heights is at its heart a
free-form celebration of
the neighborhood and the
holidays, and the early
indications are that the

weather should be perfect,
cool, crisp and dry.

Some changes this
year were in response to
neighborhood concerns
about public drunkenness
and vandalism that has
plagued the event at times.MARTIN

HAJOVSKY

hoMe in the heightS

Please see LIGHTS, Page 5

Please see BRIDGE, Page 5

MLS# 43945426 n $299,000

932 Teetshorn
» Well-built 2/1
Woodland Heights bungalow

» Beautiful wood floors

» Fireplace, built-ins
» Spacious master
» Swimming pool

Open House Sunday 2-4

Cindy Wingo
713.927.4910

cindy@cindywingo.comr e a L e S t a t e



Week of December 8-14, 2011 ¬¬¬ HOUS TON CHRON I C L E Z10: Page 5

lights: Event organizers welcome volunteers
Among the changes are an
earlier end time, 9 p.m.
instead of 10 p.m., the
elimination of the parade
that used to kick it off,
the removal of food trucks
and street vendors and a
stronger police presence to
help especially with illegal
drinking and parking.

As always with Lights
in the Heights, the thing
to remember is that this is
an all-volunteer event put
on by the WHCA; so if you
plan to enjoy it, organizers
hope you also plan to help
out.

Luminaria captain
Vicky Bettis has issued
a call for volunteers to
help fill paper sacks with
sand for luminaria along
the route. Volunteers are
gathering at the Norhill
Esplanade from 8:30 a.m.
and planning to work
until about noon, though
of course, the more who
volunteer, the quicker
the project gets finished.
For more information on
helping out there, contact
Bettis at 713-397-9336.

Residents have been
advised by the WHCA
that streets will begin
to be closed around 5
p.m., with the barricades
coming down around 9
p.m. As for parking, this is
always one of the tougher
issues. Over 50,000
were estimated to have
shown up last year, with
some parking over a mile
away during the event.

The WHCA encourages
residents to park off of the
street closure (Bayland
and Woodland) if possible.
Also, residents should
encourage friends and
neighbors to park on cross
streets or streets parallel
to the festival route and
to come early. The closer
you get to the route, the
tougher it will be to drive,
and traffic can be very
heavy during the event.

People who live on the
street and have a valid
driver’s license that shows
that, will be allowed in and
out by the police.

However, the WHCA
strongly encourages
residents to avoid this
except in emergencies.

The event is put on by
the association, but is not a
fundraiser.

However, T-shirts are
available through what
is being called a “10-
10-10” deal, in which a
$10 donation will give
the donor a $10 coupon
to certain Heights-area
restaurants through Dec.
14 (the deal started Dec. 5,
which is the third “10” for
10 days).

More information
can be found on the
WHCA website at www.
woodland-heights.org.
Or contact LITH co-
chairs Glen Sementelli
at gsementelli@yahoo.
com or 281-772-3529 or
Terri Guerra at terri@
terriguerra.com or 713-
598-3043.

Follow the Home in the
Heights blog at blog.
chron.com/heights,
Twitter at twitter.com/
MartinHajovsky, Facebook
at Facebook.com/
MartinHajovsky or email
martin.hajovsky@chron.
com.
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lit UP FOR thE hOliDAYs: The Lights in the Heights always draws a crowd; so visitors are advised to come early.

cil approved the agreement
in September 2010.

In a press release, RUDH
said the downgrade of the
bridge essentially prohibits
nearly every type of com-
mercial truck, including
combination trucks, buses,
delivery trucks and large
panel vans, from safely
passing over the bridge.

Use of Heights Boule-
vard as an alternate has
those trucks crossing pe-
destrian trails and bike
lanes, the press release
said. But what’s not ad-
dressed is the added traffic
expected to use Yale Street
after the new feeder roads
open, said Jeff Jackson, an
attorney and RUDH board
member.

A traffic impact analysis

done by Ainbinder showed
considerable traffic con-
gestion on Yale, where traf-
fic signals would have cars
idling on both sides of the
bridge, all the way across,
during peak hours, Jackson
said. Neither the city nor
TxDOT is taking enough
responsibility to determine
if the bridge is structurally
able to handle those im-
pacts, Jackson said.

bRiDgE: I-10 feeders to have impact
CONtiNUED FROM PAgE 1
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communitybankoftx.com

*ATM transactions not included. $2 transaction fee applies at non-CommunityBank ATMs. See bank for details.

Some banks had to make a U-turn on debit card fees. But our direction has always
been straightforward ... if we do what’s best for the customer, the bottom line will
take care of itself. That’s why we offer CashBack CountsSM Checking, not only do
you get a free debit card, we actually pay you to use it. If you’re ready for a bank that
values your business, turn to a Bank WhereU Live.

MAKE A TURN

10¢ FOR EVERY $10 OR MORE
DEBIT CARD PURCHASE.*

U
10¢ FOR EVERY

THE MOST RESPECTED
KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM
REMODELING/
REFINISHING
AND FLOORING
COMPANY

Holiday Specials $500.00
kitchen refacing, Half off
flooring. Call for details.

2102West 34th St. • Houston, TX 77018
(281) 888-0786 • www.kitchenandbathwizards.com

Open 7 days, 9-6, 611 East 11th St.
713-861-5702, buchanansplants.com

Now Blooming
Paperwhites
& Amaryllis

Protect your plants
with Frost Cloth

Pick plenty of poinsettias to perk up the place!
Holiday decorating is a breeze

with these elegant classic red blooms.
Or try multi-colored varieties like Picasso,

Monet, Polar Bear & Ice Crystals.
Winter Rose in pink or red has

striking curled leaves and flower bracts.
Always a welcome gift to bring the host or hostess!
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For more information about these
homes go to chron.com/homes
TO ADVERTISE HERE VISIT
www.myagentads.com
OR CALL 713-362-6405

HOMES
Neighborhood

GREATER HOUSTON
Central

North

West

Southwest

South/Southeast

East/ Northeast

Outside Metro Area

$315,000. Four bedroom,
two bath on corner lot in
Nottingham West with great
floor plan. Home dramatically
modernized with wide plank
wood floors, porcelain tile,
granite on kitchen & baths,
appliances, recessed lights,
windows and doors, 2’’ blinds,
designer paints, oil rubbed
bronze accents, huge pavestone
back patio, sprinkler system.
Great yard with beautiful oak
trees. MLS#15688241

Heritage Texas
Properties

Nottingham West

Carol Waldrop
281.582.3962

Go to MyAgentAds.com
to create, place and pay
for your own print and

online ads.

myagentads.com


